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The Lakes Grammar Cognito program is a key element 
of our commitment to ‘building better futures’ for our 
senior school students. The Cognito program provides 
students with an opportunity to extend and enrich 
their learning in areas of particular interest or passion, 
to apply their learning in different contexts and engage 
in authentic learning experiences. 

The Cognito program is open to all senior school 
students, and we encourage everyone to find a program 
that appeals to them. It might be something new, or an 
area that your child is already passionate about. The 
program runs external to our curriculum programs 
and classes and is a wonderful opportunity for students 
to build new relationships with others that share their 
same areas of interest. Some of the activities have 
limited numbers.

The Cognito program is designed to further develop 
the VITAL characteristics in our students. Building 
compassionate, reflective, faithful, inquisitive and 
determined young men and women. Whether your 
child challenges themselves to join the drama club, the 
rock band, debating or Write a Book in A Day, they will 
find themselves immersed in a world of excitement and 
challenge.

I encourage every student in the senior school to 
participate in at least one (and hopefully more) 
Cognito activity. 

Mrs Deb Clancy

Principal
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Creative & Performing Arts

School Art Exhibition
Direct application: Mrs Hobden 
Venue: The Art House, Wyong
Time: TBC
Eligibility: Student works are selected in consultation 
with art  teachers.
All Years 7 and 8 students, elective art and photography 
students are invited to exhibit their best artwork in the 
fields of drawing, painting, printmaking and digital 
photography. They show their work in a professional 
setting, reaching a public audience from across the 
Central Coast.
Contact for further information: 
anne.hobden@lakes.nsw.edu.au

National Art School Course
Direct application: Mrs Hobden
Venue: Sydney campus – online program
Eligibility: students with a high commitment to the 
study of art
Cost: variable prices depending on course type.
Suitable for Year 11 students with a commitment to 
contemporary artmaking, various courses related to 
drawing, painting, sculpture and other fine arts. 
Contact for further information: 
anne.hobden@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Creative Arts

Art Club
Direct application: Mrs Baker 
Venue: School art room
Time: several incursions throughout the year
Eligibility: Students in Years 7 and 8.
Students with a particular passion for art are invited to 
expand on their knowledge in artmaking techniques 
and enjoy the creative process through a range of skills 
– based workshops designed to challenge and engage 
them. Works may be selected for display.
Contact for further information: 
sally.baker@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Musical Choreography
Direct application: Mrs Braun
Venue: A1
Time: Wednesday lunchtime
Eligibility: Students who have been successful in 
gaining a role in the upcoming musical Aladdin (core 
cast and ensemble).
Students in the core cast and ensemble in Aladdin, the 
school musical for 2022 will have the opportunity to 
work in small groups with Mrs Briggs and our talented 
Year 11 students to master choreography. 
If you are not part of our ensemble and would like to 
join, please contact Mrs Braun.
Contact for further information:
katrina.braun@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Choir
Direct application: Mrs Amor
Venue: School B7
Time: Monday lunchtime
Eligibility: Students who are enthusiastic about singing 
and performing in a choir in Years 7-12.
Come together with a group of over 20 vocalists to sing 
choral arrangements. Performance opportunities are 
available within school and in the wider community.
Contact for further information: 
 justine.amor@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Stage Band 
Direct application: Mr Fepuleai
Venue: B7
Time: Wednesday lunchtime
Eligibility: students in Years 7-12 who play an 
instrument.
The stage band is an instrumental ensemble for the 
school with many performance opportunities. Students 
who play guitar, keyboard, bass and drums as well as 
lead instruments: flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet 
and trombone are welcome. 
Prior experience in your instrument is necessary.
Contact for further information: 
nathan.fepuleai@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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Musical Vocal Training
Direct application: Mr Fepuleai
Venue: B7
Time: Thursday lunchtime
Eligibility: Students who have been successful in 
gaining a role in the upcoming musical Aladdin (core 
cast and ensemble).
Students in the core cast and ensemble in Aladdin, the 
school musical for 2022 will have the opportunity to 
work in small groups with Mr Fepuleai to master songs 
and achieve perfect harmonies. 
If you are not part of our ensemble and would like to 
join, please contact Mrs Braun –  
katrina.braun@lakes.nsw.edu.au
Contact for further information:
nathan.fepuleai@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Musical Set Design
Direct application: Mrs Lobregat
Venue: C9
Time: Term 1 Wednesday lunchtime
Eligibility: Students with a passion for art and in 
particular, stage design.
Students who have a passion for stage design and art 
should participate in this activity. Students will be 
designing, painting and developing props and sets for 
our upcoming musical Aladdin. This is a hands-on 
course that will give students the opportunity to work 
with a specialist art teacher in designing a stage space 
for theatre.
Contact for further information:
victoria.lobregat@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Jazz Ensemble 
Direct aplication: Mr Fepuleai
Venue: B7
Time: Friday lunchtime
Eligibility: Students in Years 7-10 who have a passion 
for jazz and have been undertaking instrumental 
tuition or vocal tuition.
If you have a passion for jazz and have been 
undertaking instrumental tuition or vocal tuition, this 
may be the course for you! Jazz ensemble will give you 
the opportunity to work with some of our incredibly 
talented Years 11 and 12 students to further develop 
your skills and knowledge of jazz. 
Contact for further information: 
nathan.fepuleai@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Lakes Grammar Drama Club
Direct application: Mrs Braun
Venue: A1
Time: Term 3 – Term 4
Eligibility: Years 7 and 8.
Drama club will explore the world of improvisation, 
acting and play-building in a fun and supportive 
learning environment. This course will provide the 
opportunity to work in group and individual settings 
to develop engaging performance pieces in a range of 
styles and structures. 
Contact for further information:
katrina.braun@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Rock Band
Direct application: Mr Burns
Venue: B7
Time: Tuesday lunchtime
Eligibility: Enthusiasm and basic competency as an 
instrumentalist or vocalist.
This is an opportunity for budding rock musos 
(instrumentalists and vocalists) to come together 
and start a rock band. Our focus will be on students 
in Years 9 and 10, although other year groups will be 
considered depending on demand. Repertoire and style 
will be determined by the band members, with the 
opportunity to write our own songs.
Contact for further information: 
john.burns@lakes.nsw.edu.au

HSIE

The Australian Geography Competition
Direct application: Miss MacKillop 
Venue: School
Time: Term 1 – 28 March 2022  
Eligibility: Years 7-10
Class size: 30 maximum.
The Australian Geography Competition is a contest for 
Australian secondary school students, assessing their 
geographical knowledge and skills. The competition 
aims to encourage student interest in geography and to 
reward student excellence.
The competition is open to students in all Years of 
secondary school.
The competition will be held in Term 1 and consists 
of multiple-choice questions testing geographical 
knowledge and skills. Practise tests are available and 
tutorials can be offered.
Contact for further information: 
rachel.mackillop@lakes.nsw.edu.au 
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Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA)
Direct application: Miss Mackillop  
Venue: Ourimbah University
Time: Term 2 (Date TBC)
Eligibility: Years 10 and 11
Class size: Teams of 3 (maximum of two teams).
The Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) aims to 
foster goodwill, world peace and understanding in the 
minds and hearts of our youth. The program provides 
high school students with the opportunity to develop an 
awareness of the United Nations and the countries they 
represent at this simulated UN Assembly. 
They address and debate world political and social 
problems and issues of international concern. Held 
annually this is open to students in Years 10-11. MUNA 
provides students with the opportunity to develop their 
public speaking and debating skills through informed 
and researched comment on international issues. It helps 
to foster self-confidence and an understanding of other 
nations’ perspectives on world issues.
Contact for further information: 
rachel.mackillop@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Business Plan Competition
Direct application: Miss MacKillop (by end of Week 8, 
Term 3)
Time: Term 4
Eligibility: Year 11 business studies students
Class size: One student to represent the school.
Each year the school receives several invitations to enter 
students in various business plan competitions. Year 
11 business studies students have the opportunity to 
submit their own business plan to the HSIE faculty for 
nomination in these external competitions.
Contact for further information:
rachel.mackillop@lakes.nsw.edu.au

da Vinci Decathlon
Direct application: Miss Mackillop (by end of Week 8, 
Term 3)
Venue: Bishop Tyrell Anglican College
Time: Tuesday 5 April (Years 7-8) and Wednesday 6 April 
(Years 9/10)
Size: One team of 8 per year group
Eligibility: Students in Years 7-10.
The da Vinci Decathlon is an academic competition 
designed to challenge and stimulate the minds of school 
students. Students compete in teams of 8 across 10 
disciplines: engineering, mathematics and chess, code 
breaking, art and poetry, science, English, philosophy, 
creative producers, cartography, and general knowledge.
Contact for further information:
rachel.mackillop@lakes.nsw.edu.au

History

The National History Challenge
Direct application: Mrs Crawford 
Venue: School
Datel: 26 August 2022
Eligibility: Years 7-12.
The National History Challenge is a research-based 
competition for students. It gives students the chance 
to be an historian, researching world history, examining 
Australia’s past, investigating your community and 
exploring your own roots. It emphasises and rewards 
quality research, the use of community resources and 
effective presentation. The theme for 2022 is ‘causes 
and consequences’. Students produce entries in one of 
three formats: an individual research paper, a museum 
display, or other formats – such as a multi-media 
format (audio/video/website), a performance, or any 
other form of creative representation. Except for the 
individual (one person) research paper, students work 
alone or in groups of up to four people.
Contact for further information: 
fiona.crawford@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Australian History Competition
Direct application: Mrs Crawford 
Venue: School
Date: 3 June 2022
Eligibility: Years 7-10.
The competition is prepared by the History Teachers’ 
Association of Australia and run in conjunction with 
The Giant Classroom. In 2022 the competition will be 
offered to Years 7-10.
The Year 9 and 10 paper will be broadly based on the 
Australian curriculum: History for Years 9 and 10. 
The Year 7 and 8 paper will be broadly based on the 
Australian Curriculum: History for Years 7 and 8.
Students’ answers will be marked, and they will receive 
awards ranging from participation to high distinction. 
Separate prizes will be offered to state and national 
champions for each year group.
Contact for further information: 
fiona.crawford@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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Science

RACI Australian National  
Chemistry Quiz
Direct application: Miss Bunch
Venue: Science Lab A2
Time: TBA
Eligibility: Selected students in Years 7-10
All Chemistry students in Years 11 and 12.
This quiz competition is conducted annually in July by 
the Royal Australian Chemical Institute, which is the 
professional body for chemists in Australia founded in 
1917. Student performances are awarded three types 
of certificates (high distinction, distinction and credit) 
certificates of excellence are awarded to those students 
answering correctly all the 30 questions. Plaques 
are also awarded by the Royal Australian Chemical 
Institute to the very good performers. Questions set 
for the quiz competition are intended primarily as an 
educating tool. There is a wealth of general as well as 
chemistry based information in every question paper.
Contact for further information:
jennifer.bunch@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Science and Engineering Challenge
Direct application: Ms Charker
Venue: Newcastle University (August)
Time: Tuesday Week A lunchtime during term in 
conjunction with STEM group. 
Eligibility: Years 9 and 10 selected students
Class size: 32
The Science and Engineering Challenge is a nationwide 
STEM outreach program presented by the University 
of Newcastle in partnership with communities, Rotary 
clubs, universities and sponsors. Through the challenge, 
students experience aspects of science and engineering 
which they would not usually see in their school 
environment. The challenge runs a range of programs 
but focuses on inspiring students in Year 10 to consider 
a future career in science and engineering by choosing 
to study the enabling sciences and mathematics in 
Years 11 and 12. 
Contact for further information: 
jenny.charker@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Crystal Growing Competition
Direct application: Miss Bunch
Venue: A2
Time: TBC Term 2 (commencing Week 2)
Eligibility: Years 7-12
Class size: Maximum of 20.
How well can you grow a crystal of Alum? Open to 
any students who have an interest in crystals and/
or experimentation. The Royal Australian Chemical 
Institute run this competition every year to test the 
practical chemistry skills of students throughout 
Australia. The crystals with the best clarity, shape and 
size grown at school will be sent off to compete in this 
competition. There are certificates of recognition for 
all students entered and prizes for the best. Last year we 
had one of our entries place at state level and then go 
on to compete with commendation at national level.
Contact for further information 
jennifer.bunch@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Australian Brain Bee Challenge
Direct application: Mrs Worrad
Venue: G1
Time: March (registration now)
Eligibility: Year 10 only.
The Australian Brain Bee Challenge (ABBC) is a 
competition for high school students in Year 10 to 
learn about the brain and its functions, learn about 
neuroscience research, find out about careers in 
neuroscience and to dispel misconceptions about 
neurological and mental illnesses.
Contact for further information 
julie.worrad@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Build Me A Future
Direct application: Ms Charker
Venue: Newcastle University
Time: March/April
Eligibility: Years 7 and 8 selected students
Class size: 32.
Run by the University of Newcastle, this challenge aims 
to promote the use of STEM skills through a series of 
hands-on problem-solving activities.
Contact for further information:
jenny.charker@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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English

LGS Spelling Bee
Direct application: Mr Hart
Venue: Home/school
Time: Final Week 10, Term 1
Eligibility: Years 7-9.
Students will participate in a weekly spelling 
competition in class to qualify for the final. 
Contact for further information: 
james.hart@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Competition 
Enrichment Day and LGS Poetry Competition
Direct application: Mrs Rocks 
Venue: School
Time: Term 2.
Eligibility: Years 9 and 10 selected students.
Australia’s oldest and largest poetry competition for 
school-age students is the Dorothea Mackellar Poetry 
Competition. Competition winners will receive a 
monetary prize, trophy and prize pack. All competition 
participants will receive a certificate. Students can 
enter the LGS Poetry Competition for Stage 4, 5 and 
6. Winning poems will be published in the school 
newsletter and will receive a prize pack.
Contact for further information:
jane.rocks@lakes.nsw.edu.au

HICES Debating
Direct application: Mrs Hart
Venue: Local schools
Time: Selected dates
Eligibility: Years 7-10 (may require auditions).
Students compete in the local higher independent co-
educational school debating team. In the senior team, 
students are given the debating topic upon arrival at 
the school. As a member of the team students develop 
their impromptu speaking skills and how to formulate 
an argument under timed conditions.
Contact for further information: 
serena.hart@lakes.nsw.edu.au

The Schools Reconciliation Challenge 
Direct application: Ms Gorham 
Venue: School/home
Time: TBC
Eligibility: Years 7-9 (indigenous and non-indigenous 
students).
The Schools Reconciliation Challenge is one way 
for students to learn about Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Australia and contribute positively to 
Australian society, while meeting the objectives of the 
NSW K-6 and 7-10 syllabus. Students create artworks 
and stories inspired by a theme and reflect on what 
reconciliation means to them. 
Contact for further information: 
kristy.gorham@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Future Leaders Writers Competiton 
Direct application: Mrs Gallagher and  
Mrs Sequeira
Venue: Home/school
Time: Entries close 1 May 2022
Eligibility: Years 11 and 12.
The Future Leaders Writing Prize is designed to 
recognise and reward talented young writers. It aims to 
encourage expressive and creative writing. Year 11 and 
12 students in Australian secondary schools are invited 
to submit a piece of writing (800 to 1,000 words). The 
writing can be fiction or non-fiction and on any topic.
Contact for further information:
tamara.gallagher@lakes.nsw.edu.au 
erin.sequeira@lakes.nsw.edu.au

NAIDOC  Week  Activities
Direct application: Ms Gorham 
Venue: School/home
Time: (TBC)
Eligibility: Years 7-12.
A range of activities reflecting the diverse and creative 
nature of our indigenous culture. 
Contact for further information: 
kristy.gorham@lakes.nsw.edu.au

English Honours Award
Direct application: Mrs Manners
Venue: School
Time: Entries close Week 3, Term 4
Eligibility: Years 7-10.
Students in Years 7-10 who elect to take part in the 
English honours program will complete a writing 
project and present the final version of their English 
learning portfolio for consideration. A celebratory 
morning tea will be offered to participating students 
as well as awards in the following categories: high 
distinction, distinction, credit, pass and participation. 
Contact for further information:
sharlene.manners@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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Write A Book In A Day – WABIAD (The Kids’ 
Cancer Project)
Direct application: Mrs Nicholls or Mr Hart 
Venue: Senior school library
Time: Team registration from 1 May 2022. Writing Day 
must occur by 31 August 2022
Eligibility: Years 8 and 9.
Write A Book In A Day is a unique, creative and 
challenging team competition for writing groups 
and students in Years 5-12. Teams of up to ten (but 
usually 5-6) have just 12 hours to write and illustrate 
a book from start to finish. To make it even more fun, 
unique parameters must be included in the story. Most 
importantly, books will be printed and distributed 
to children undergoing treatment in hospitals in 
Australia. 
Contact for further information:
anne-marie.nicholls@lakes.nsw.edu.au
james.hart@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Reading Challenge and  
MS Readathon
Direct application: Mrs Nicholls 
Venue: Home/library
Time: All year – validation twice a term
Eligibility: Years 7-9.
Students engage in reading books of their choice to 
achieve a bronze (20 books); silver (35 books) or gold 
Lakes Grammar reading award (50 books). Prizes will 
range from canteen vouchers to book awards. Students 
who read 50 books will be invited to attend a morning 
tea in the library and will receive a special award.
Students will be issued with a home reading log and 
will be asked to bring the log twice a term to the 
library to have their reading record validated. Students 
involved in the reading challenge will also be linked 
to the MS readathon where simply reading a book can 
raise funds which will go towards assisting people and 
their families who live with MS.
Contact for further information: 
anne-marie.nicholls@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Kids’ Lit Quiz
Direct application: Mrs Nicholls
Venue: Library
Date: Selected dates starting from Monday 16 May 
Eligibility: Years 7-10 (may require auditions)
Class size: Teams of 4 students.
The Kids’ Lit Quiz is an annual literature quiz for 
students aged 10-13 years. Teams of four students are 
asked to answer 100 questions on children’s literature 
divided into ten categories, which vary each year. 
Examples of categories set previously include poetry, 
authors, titles, settings, characters, and nursery rhymes.
The winning team from each heat competes in a 
national final. National champions compete in the 
world final.
Contact for further information:
anne-marie.nichols@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Lakes Illustration Prize
Direct application: Miss Zouroudis
Venue: School/home
Date: entries due Week 9, Term 2 
Eligibility: Years 7-10. 
The Lakes Book Illustration Competition allows 
aspiring young illustrators to have the opportunity 
to design a book cover for an imagined publication. 
Students must submit a 200-word overview of a story 
idea and a hand-drawn illustration on A3 paper. 
Winning entries will receive prizes and their artwork 
will be displayed at the school.
Contact for further information:
amy.zouroudis@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Questions Writing Prize
Direct application: Mrs Rocks
Venue: School/home
Date: Entries due May 1, 2022 
Eligibility: Students in Year 12. 
The 2022 Questions Writing Prize aims to recognise 
and reward young Australian writers (18-30 years). 
The writing can be fiction or non-fiction on any topic 
as long as the piece remains between 1500 and 2000 
words. The prize for the best writing submitted is 
$2000. (Where there is more than one winner the prize 
money will be shared.)
Contact for further information:
jane.rocks@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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Technology & Applied 
Science

Instructables 
Direct application: Mr Sewell 
Venue: F4
Time: Lunchtime – Wednesday Week A,  
Terms 1 and 3
Eligibility: Years 7-11 students
Class size: 12.
Have some fun by entering a variety of instructables 
competitions (visit www.instructable.com for more 
information) or choose your own learning adventure 
and create from a library of ideas.
Contact for further information: 
greg.well@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Aurecon Bridge Building Competition 
Direct application: Mr Gazzard and Mr Sewell 
Venue: School F1
Competition location: Art Gallery of NSW
Time: June-September
Eligibility: Year 9 industrial technology (selected 
students)
Class size: 15.
Aurecon Bridge Building Competition: Students are 
supplied with materials from Aurecon and are tasked 
with designing and constructing a model bridge using 
the construction guidelines provided. Judging days 
take place in September, and all competitors are invited 
to gather at venues across Australia and New Zealand 
where bridges are load tested and assessed for visual 
appeal, workmanship, creativity and functionality.
Contact for further information: 
kiel.gazzard@lakes.nsw.edu.au 
greg.sewell@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

NRMA Future of  Transport Challenge 
Direct application: Mr Sewell 
Venue: F1
Time: Term 2 (dates TBC)
Eligibility: Years 7-10.
A state competition which sees teams of four students 
use design thinking to pitch an idea to industry experts 
of a more socially, economically and environmentally 
sustainable future. 
Contact for further information: 
greg.sewell@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Young ICT Explorers (YICTE)
Direct application: Mr Gazzard 
Venue: F1 
Time: Friday lunchtime – Week A
Eligibility: All years in stage groups (7/8, 9/10, 11/12)
Class size: individually or teams of up to 4 students.
Young ICT Explorers (YICTE) is a national 
competition for students to submit their innovative 
projects they have been working on at school. These 
can be subject-based projects or a passion project. The 
projects need to solve real-world problems or showcase 
your passion using technology. This can be anything 
from new ways to recycle through to making better 
support systems for people with disabilities.
Contact for further information:
kiel.gazzard@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Textiles Club
Direct application: Mrs Drummond
Venue: G3
Time: Tuesdays at lunchtime
Eligibility: Years 8 and 9 for students who are interested 
in textiles .
Students with a particular passion for textiles who are 
creative and want to design and make fabric-based 
projects. Students will learn how to follow a pattern, 
sew different fabrics, hand embroider fabric and work 
with textile dyes.
Contact for further information:
chantal.drummond@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Mathematics

HICES Maths Tournament
Direct application: Mrs Li or Mrs Pallot
Venue: TBA
Time: TBA
Eligibility: Years 7 and 8 selected students.
Students compete against schools in the Sydney/
Western region/Hunter region. The competition has 
individual sections and team sections. The tournament 
is intended to be an activity that fosters positive 
interactions between students of participating schools 
and to enhance the development of a love for learning 
within mathematics using problem solving skills.
Contact for further information:
kelly.li@lakes.nsw.edu.au
Julie.pallot@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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Languages

EP Languages Videomaking Competition
Direct application: Mrs Zhao
Venue: N/A
Time: Term 4
Eligibility: Years 7-10 students.
Students create a video in chinese to showcase what 
they have learnt throughout the year in chinese. This 
year the video should be 2-5 minutes long and relate 
to the theme ‘My Life’. It can be animated or with live 
actors. You may work by yourself or in a group.
Contact for further information:
sue.zhao@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Service

Duke Of Edinburgh Awards
Direct application: Mrs King 
Venue: N/A
Time: Term 1-4
Eligibility: Years 9-11 selected students.
The award is a leading structured (non-formal 
education) youth development program, empowering 
all young Australians aged 14-24 to explore their full 
potential and find their purpose, passion and place in 
the world, regardless of their location or circumstance. 
The award is a fully inclusive program and has no 
social, political, or religious affiliations.
Contact for further information:
megan.king@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Ulimiliko Awards
Direct Application: Mrs MacLarty 
Venue: N/A
Time: Term 1 – Term 4 
Eligibility: Years 7 and 8.
The Ulimiliko Award Scheme is a scheme that has been 
in operation since the inception of Lakes Grammar 
in 2004. It is a scheme that offers students in Years 
5-8 a challenging, skilful and personal approach to 
achievement. It helps students in their transition from 
the junior school to the senior school and also gives 
them the opportunity to investigate and appreciate the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, in which all senior 
students are invited to participate.  
The structure of the Ulimiliko Award Scheme is similar 
to the duke of edinburgh award with bronze, silver and 
gold levels within both the junior and senior school 
and the addition of a platinum level in the senior 
school.
Contact for further information:
alison.maclarty@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Solve 4 Me, Solve 4 Us
Direct application: Mrs Pallot
Venue: C5
Time: Friday lunchtime
Eligibility: Years 7-10.
Students work collaboratively to complete 
mathematical problems, solve puzzles and extend their 
mathematical prowess and analytical skills. 
Contact for further information: 
julie.pallot@lakes.nsw.edu.au

The Sydney Academy of Chess
Direct application: Mrs Nicholls and Mrs Baxter
Venue: Various schools on the Central Coast and in the 
Hunter Valley
Time: Various competitions throughout the year
Eligibility: Years 7–11 qualifying students.
Students compete against schools in the Hunter/
Central Coast Region. Problem solving skills and the 
ability to work under pressure and plan ahead will be 
utilised.
Chess tryouts will take place in the library during 
Term 1.
Contact for further information: 
anne-marie.nicholls@lakes.nsw.edu.au 
sandra.baxter@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Colin Doyle Memorial Prize
Direct application: Mrs Pallot
Venue: C5
Time: Term 3
Eligibility: Year 11 mathematics students
Class size: 15.
This competition is open to Year 11 students that 
are studying mathematics and/or extension 1 and 
is conducted by the University of Newcastle. The 
experiences provided by the university and the NMA 
enrich the students by assisting them to develop 
creative and lateral thinking skills that are essential 
requirements in contemporary workplaces.
Contact for further information: 
julie.pallot@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Maths Olympiad
Direct application: Mrs Li
Venue: C Block 
Time: Terms 2 and 3
Eligibility: 7A and 8A mathematics.
High achieving students can put their talent to the 
test by competing alongside thousands of others 
around Australia and New Zealand in problem solving 
contests. Their marks accumulate, and top students are 
awarded medals to recognise and reward higher order 
thinking skills. 
For further information contact:
kelly.li@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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Student-led Clubs

Dungeons and Dragons
Direct application: Mrs MacLarty
Venue: Library 
Time: Thursday’s 3.30pm – 5pm
Eligibility: Years 6-11.
A student-led club run by Year 11 students. Join a team 
of students who are interested in playing or learning 
to play a creative and dynamic game of dungeons and 
dragons. 
For further information contact:
alison.maclarty@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Student Digital Newspaper
Direct application: Mrs Nicholls
Venue: Library 
Time: Friday lunchtime
Eligibility: Years 7-12.
Students who are interested in putting together a 
student digital newspaper should join this group. If you 
are interested in writing, photography or producing a 
publication, then this is the club for you. The digital 
newspaper will be distributed to students and teachers 
at Lakes Grammar. Some items may also be included in 
the school newsletter.
For further information contact:
anne-marie.nicholls@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Book Club
Direct application: Mrs Nicholls
Venue: Library 
Time: Lunchtime once per week
Eligibility: Years 7-12.
Students who love reading and want to share that with 
other like-minded students.
For further information contact:
anne-marie.nicholls@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Mental Health Advocacy Program (MHAP) 
Team
Direct application: Mr Sewell 
Venue: A2 
Time: Meetings as announced
Eligibility: Selected nominated students from Years 9 
and 10.
This is a team of students who have a particular interest 
in mental health issues and a desire to develop and 
lead activities to build awareness and develop skills in 
students across K-12. This team is led by the positive 
emotions portfolio prefects and overseen by the Years 9 
and 10 advisors and Mr Burns. 
For further information contact:
greg.sewell@lakes.nsw.edu.au

Student Representative Council (SRC)
Direct application: Miss Mackillop 
Venue: TBA 
Time: Meetings as announced
Eligibility: Successful selected students from Years 
7-12.
This group of students bring the ideas and views 
from their year groups together and advises the head 
of senior school and school principal about student 
issues. The SRC meetings are chaired by the school 
vice-captains. These students will work to see viable 
student ideas come to fruition. They also participate in 
community service and work with other groups in the 
school to foster student voice.
For further information contact:
rachel.mackillop@lakes.nsw.edu.au
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