
  

 

 

 

 
 
 “With heart, soul, mind & strength” 
 

Friday, 18 September 2015 NEWSLETTER Issue 14 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
 

It’s hard to believe that Term 3 has drawn to a close and after the holidays we rush headlong towards the end of the school year. 
 

YEAR 12 GRADUATION – FRIDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 
This is a highlight of our school year as our 51 Year 12 students complete their school education. Four of our Year 12 boys began at 
Lakes Grammar in Year 1 in our first year, 2004. They began their schooling at Lakes Anglican Grammar School at Gwandalan and 
moved here when that school closed. Other students have come and gone over the last 12 years but the majority of our graduating 
students joined us in Year 7 in 2010. Others joined us in Year 8, 9, 10, 11 and even 12. I am very proud of the group of young people 
who leave us. We have had a role, along with their parents, in shaping their values and beliefs and in developing their character as 
learners and citizens. They have also contributed to the kind of school we have become through their involvement in the life of our 
school in so many different ways. I want to thank our outgoing School Captains, Bronte Talbot and Silas Collard, who have modelled 
our school’s values for others and represented us beautifully at school and community events. Please pray for our Year 12 students as 
they prepare for and undergo their HSC exams soon after the holidays.  
 

I also wish to acknowledge the fantastic work Mr Greg Sewell has done with this group as Year Adviser from Year 7 to 12. The role of 
Year Adviser is time consuming but rewarding. They deal with many issues ranging from uniform and discipline to family breakdown 
and mental health problems. Year Advisers develop a close relationship with their students and I’m sure Mr Sewell will be as emotional 
on Friday as the students, while also breathing a sigh of relief that he and they have made it through together. Well done Mr Sewell 
and thank you. 
 

Our Year 11 students then take up the mantle of the senior year in Term 4. We have 57 in Year 11 who begin their HSC coursework in 
Term 4. In Week 1 we will hold our Induction ceremony for the incoming Prefects, Captains and Vice-Captains. They will not be 
announced publicly until that day. 
 

SURVEY 
We like to find out from our parents and carers their views about what we do well and what we need to improve at Lakes Grammar. To 
help us with that we will send a survey out early in Term 4. The survey will come with a link via email and all answers will be anonymous. 
We would appreciate you giving your time to complete the survey. 
 

WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 
On Monday our staff celebrated World Teachers’ Day with an afternoon tea and a presentation of certificates of appreciation to our 
staff who have served Lakes Grammar for ten years or more. With impeccable timing, I received a beautiful letter from the parent of a 
graduating Year 12 student, thanking the school and specific teachers who have played a big part in the lives of all the family’s children. 
I reprint some extracts here, while omitting names: 
 

“Many people enrol their children at Lakes demanding a high level of academic achievement. While I feel ……. has achieved to h is 
highest potential, my main goal in him completing his schooling at Lakes was developing a person with high morals and standards. 
Which I am proud to say he has achieved. You have helped shape my children into the amazing people they are, they know right from 
wrong, they care for their community and have high social standards. For this I say ‘thank you’”……… “A school is responsible for 
encouraging children to reach their potential, where the child feels nurtured and secure. When this is achieved the academic side will 
fall into place. Lakes has achieved this for ……. and for this I am forever grateful.” 
 
PERMISSION TO PUBLISH PHOTOS AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
I would like to remind our school community of the following:  Approval to upload photos on social media should be sought from the child’s parent. Even if it is a “closed” Facebook page those 

photos can still be sourced and saved on other social media sites.  Parents should not post photos on any social media sites if the photo includes other students for whom you do not have parents’ 
permission to publish.  As a school we are vigilant with parent approval for printing/publishing photos of our students. If a photo has a student for whom 
we do not have permission to publish, that photo will not be allowed in any newsletter or media advertising. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO …… 
Connor Hambrook of Year 9 will depart on 13 October for the Futsal Australian tour of Greece. We wish Connor well and safe travels 
as he plays for Australia. 
Hannah Green of Year 6 who has been selected for the CIS Primary Girls’ Cricket team. Hannah will also compete in the PSSA carnival 
in Dubbo in early November. Congratulations Hannah. 
Jackson Barnes and Madeline James, both of Year 6, who competed at CIS Athletics and achieved, respectively, first place in high 
jump and 3rd in discus. They have qualified for the all schools state carnival (PSSA). 
 
TERM’S NOTICE 
As we draw toward the end of term I would remind parents (especially those of Year 6 or Year 10 students), that the school requires a 
term’s notice if you intend withdrawing your child from our school. We require such notice to assist in the planning of our c lasses and 
to offer places to new students who wish to come to our school. 
 

Please contact our register, Racquel Jolly, before the commencement of Term 4 if you intend to leave at the end of the year.   
Michael Hannah (Principal) 
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HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

PEER SUPPORT  

We are excited to be implementing a Peer Support program at Lakes Grammar in the Junior School next term. I would like to thank Ms 
Elisa LeRay for her efforts in founding the Peer Support program at the school.  
 

The teaching team have spent some time considering further positive initiatives that we can put into place in the Junior School to 
support student wellbeing under Mr Johns’ leadership. Following extensive research, it was agreed that the Peer Support program 
would:  
• empower our students to support each other and contribute positively to society; 
• provide students with a supportive learning environment in which to develop the skills, understandings, attitudes and strategies to 

improve their mental, social and emotional wellbeing; 
• develop key skills in resilience, assertiveness, decision making, problem-solving and leadership; 
• utilise a whole school approach to support positive cultural change; and  
• provide authentic leadership opportunities for Peer Leaders.  

 
Year 6 students and the OC class have been trained as Peer Support leaders over the past fortnight. The boys and girls initially 
undertook a session with a facilitator from Peer Support Australia who led them through the program. Our teaching staff also worked 
back late last Friday afternoon after school to work through the teacher workshop in Peer Support. Our Year 6 and OC students then 
undertook two training days in Peer Support Leadership at North Entrance Surf Club this week.  
 

We will conduct Peer Support sessions for 30 minutes each Friday afternoon in Term 4. Students will work in groups of 12 with a pair 
of students in each group from Kindergarten to Year 5, led by Year 6 students.  
The Peer Support program has five modules that the students work through. The students participate in one module each year. The 
five topic areas are:   Relationships – keeping friends   Optimism – living positively  Resilience – moving forward  Values – promoting harmony  Anti-bullying – speaking up  

 

 

 

 

 

PRIDE IN EXCELLENCE MORNING TEA 

Congratulations to the two students from each class who were nominated to attend a ‘Pride in Excellence’ Morning Tea with Mr Hannah 
and I on Monday. Students were nominated after careful consideration of their involvement in, and contribution to the school in terms 
of academic effort and achievement, school service, commitment to the Christian life of the school and involvement in performing arts, 
music, sport and the various co-curricular activities on offer.  
Well done to our Award Winners for Term 3:  
Nate Weary, Zara Jones, Zak Prica-Chamberlain, Abigail Whelan, Simon Connor, Indianna Lourens, Edward Sawers, Evie Challinor-
Renfrey, Zander Graham, Harriet Pierce, Max Adams, Carly Chapman, Jake Richards, Stephanie Anderson, Douglas Ruzicka, Nelson 
Tsoa-Lee, Morgan Jones, Macy Willis, Jaydee Lourens, Ava Burgess, Thomas Ellen, Bethany Berton, Jhon Safar, Rhianna Fitzmaurice, 
Dylan Coyte, Abby Hobbs, Lochiel Stanton, Anabella Amorin, Kani Lukuta, Ellie Rudder, William McClelland, Dearne Peachey, Ben 
McKay, Ben Ellicott, Emma Florimo, Chloe Theakstone, Nyah Small, Alexander Bell, Nakayla Lane, Brock Wade.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS – WRITE ON 

Congratulations to Eloise Cliff on Year 6 who received a Gold Medal in the Board of Studies Write On Competition.  

WriteOn is an annual writing competition open to all primary students in Years 1 to 6. Using a photograph as a stimulus, students are 
asked to compose an imaginative piece of writing. 

WriteOn provides primary students with the opportunity to become published authors. Outstanding entries from each year's WriteOn 
competition have been published in an annual WriteOn anthology.  

Eloise’s writing was judged as being outstanding against the following criteria:  
• engaging the audience in a way that is creative, interpretive, critical and powerful 
• maintaining a consistent structure appropriate for the type of text selected 
• using a range of stylistic devices appropriate for the stage of the writer and the intended audience 
• using a variety of language, vocabulary and punctuation forms throughout the piece 
• considering the purpose, audience and context 
• evidence of a process of planning, investigating, adapting, editing and revising. 
This year the competition was held in association with the State Library of NSW. Eloise was able to receive her prize at the ceremony 
at the State Library of NSW on Wednesday 16 September. 
 
RUGBY 

Our Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 enjoyed travelling to Killara Park at Roseville last Wednesday to play some games of Rugby 7’s against 
Newington College. The boys have been training with Mr Cameron and I for quite some time and we were keen to get a game of Rugby 
in this season after previous washouts.  

Each teams played three games each against Newington, with the Year 3/4 team winning their first game four tries to nil, the second 
game was a draw with one try apiece and we lost by a try in our final game. The Year 5 and 6 boys were really competitive against the 
Newington boys who have been playing together for some years and have just come off a full season of Rugby, only going down by 
one or two tries in each of their games.  

Thanks to Mr Cameron for coaching with me, Mr Cantor for coming along on the day to assist with the Year 5 and 6 team, to our many 
parents who made the trip down to Sydney to support the boys and to Newington College for being able to arrange a game against us, 
particularly to Mr Caulfield and Mr Barrington-Ross.  

 



 
 

VISIT BY BISHOP ARTHUR MALCOLM  

It was a pleasure to welcome Bishop Arthur Malcolm to the Junior School last Tuesday. Bishop Arthur is the first Aboriginal Bishop to 
be licenced in the Anglican Church of Australia and lives in the Aboriginal community of Yarrabah, about 50 minutes south of Cairns in 
far North Queensland. I've spent some time in Yarrabah with Bishop Arthur over the years and have valued the friendship we've been 
able to develop over that time, so it was a pleasure to welcome him to the Central Coast and to show him around the Junior School at 
Lakes Grammar. Bishop Arthur particularly enjoyed meeting some of our Aboriginal students as I took him around the school as one of 
his key passions is mentoring indigenous youth. Bishop Arthur met a number of Aboriginal children and teenagers in different places 
he visited on the Coast last week as well as attending a church conference. We thank Bishop Arthur for his visit and wish him travelling 
mercies for his trip back to Yarrabah – where he will return just in time to see his beloved Yarrabah Seahawks contest the rugby league 
grand final in the local Cairns competition.  

 

ICAS UNSW ENGLISH COMPETITION 

It is pleasing to report that I received the official results for the 2015 ICAS English Competition sat earlier this year. Our students received particularly 

pleasing results again with a number of students receiving High Distinctions, Distinctions, Credits and Merits. These outstanding results are even 

more impressive when taken in the context that an ever-increasing number of schools across Australia are using ICAS as an activity for selected 

students only, most likely those involved in Gifted and Talented Programs.  

 

High Distinction (top 1% of students) – Matilda Phillips. 

Distinction (next 10% of students) – Eloise Cliff, Wil Anderson, Brooke Shorten, Noah Simon, Tahlia Moore, Diluk Adikarimudiyanselage. 

Credit (next 25% of students) – Anna Tokareva, Grace Barker, Anupama Adikarimudiyanselage, Kasey Young, Alexander Voigt, Kani Lukuta, 

Rhianna Fitzmaurice, Charlotte Dobson, Isabelle Adams, Nathan Wilson, Macy Willis, Lily Rooney, Holly Longland, Liam Lightfoot, Harrison 

Cross. 

Merit (next 10% of students) – Finlay Pigot-Irving 

 

 

CARTER THOMAS KH – Fundraiser for the Cerebral Palsy Alliance  

From Wednesday, 2 September, Carter has been taking on the challenge of completing 10,000 steps a day, for the entire month of September to raise 

vital funds for Cerebral Palsy Alliance.  

The average office worker only takes around 3,000 steps per day, so 10,000 steps a day is going to be quite the challenge.  

But it’s for a very worthy cause.  
Cerebral palsy is the most common physical disability in childhood. One in two people with cerebral palsy are in chronic pain due to the tightening 

of their muscles. Many will never be able to take a single step without assistance.  

You can donate to Carter’s fundraising page here: http://bit.ly/1ExKaV3 . His team name is "CARTERS SUPERSTARS". 

Any amount you contribute would make a huge difference to children and adults living with cerebral palsy and of course encourage Carter to complete 

his 10,000 steps per day!  

 

 

KARATE 

Congratulations to Boston and Madison Franks of Year 3 who achieved their black belts in Karate last 

weekend. This represents the culmination of hours of training and has taken the twins on a three year 

journey! Well done on your achievements and it is great to see you accomplishing your goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ULIMILIKO AWARDS 

Completed Ulimiliko cards should be handed in to Mrs Nicole Walters, Co-ordinator of Teaching and Learning (K – 6) by Wednesday 14 October 

(Wednesday Term 4, Week 2) in order for these to be processed in time for Speech Day.  

Building Learning Power  

Over the course of Term 3, we will be focusing on learning capacities associated with ‘Mind’ where students are able to look within and be 

reflective learners who examine the strategic aspects of learning.  

 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F1ExKaV3&h=sAQHsBvyEAQFq5qEd-anLgMg8j3NzMUBVu1ADvaJBQx1gOw&enc=AZPZrubh-bPvj1kOTaIeeyr_jH3QFZTZ1WyAB20_FjfZfUv012xLYgiu5lQVKhVxuvEtwlDPQmNGJsAsxgOA0_1m5Sdnd5jLqnLQPEQsxPcDB_JCA-xkxBJa-0YLU4pqp2uhZnQruXsj9fdwpgrD7tzpXFLtETD3erD7gCvSNWSvO1v1lDzrJ_FAhEwKiaVRoKo&s=1


 
 

STARS OF THE WEEK:  

Demonstrating our ‘Lakes Grammar Habit’ of Assertiveness 

Sienna Lyle (2M), Zahlia Graham (KD), Emily Moore (5D), Claire Hennessy (KH), Austin Murray (3B), Carly Chapman (2C), Rylee Baxter (3C), 

Nathan Wilson (3C) 

 

Demonstrating our ‘Lakes Grammar Habit’ of Making Links with Prior Learning, Looking for Connections and Patterns in our learning  

Douglas Ruzicka (2M), Kane McLeod (KD), Cameron Stanfield (5D), Oliver Appo (5D), Abigail Whelan (KH), Jack Tough (3B), Thomas 

Anderson (2C), Kayla Wade (3C), Malachi Bennett (3C) 

 

UNIFORM AWARDS  

 

Mitchell Curry, Kathryn Cook, Justine Hughes, Tama Grainger. 
 

FINAL THOUGHT… 

“Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase perfection we can catch excellence”. —Vince Lombardi 

Will Wallace (Head of Junior School) 

 

THE JUNIOR SCHOOL LOST PROPERTY BOX is overflowing! Many of the items have been bought from the 

second hand uniform shop and do not have the name of the current owner on them. Any sad and lonely item 

remaining in the lost property box at the end of the term will be “gifted” back to the 2nd Hand Uniform shop.  

Please remember – if you buy a jumper from the 2nd Hand Uniform shop that previously belonged to a student 

who has left the school, put your child’s name on it!  
 

 

 

OC SEE THE LIGHT! 
 

You look out to the ocean and see light bouncing off water making it look clear and beautiful. Light is one of the world’s greatest 
resources. On Wednesday, the 9th of September the OC class attended a workshop about light. They heard about how light reaches 
our eyes by Mrs Brown, from the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO). 
Now you might think that you are a super person that can see your hand when it’s pitch black and no light can seep in whatsoever. 
Well you can’t, but if there were light the light would go in through the pupils and reach the retina, which are light sensing cells at the 
back of your eyes. 
Once the light reaches the retina, the retina sends messages to the brain, letting it know what it sees. 
We also learnt that lenses are the only things that can bend light e.g. glasses, camera lenses, binoculars and magnifying glasses. And 
did you know that light doesn’t go through everything, it only goes through transparent things which is called translucent and the things 
that light doesn’t go through are called opaque? 
Students also had the opportunity to look at many different hands-on gadgets that involved light in some form. These included things 
like kaleidoscopes, optical illusions, zoetropes and 3D images as seen through 3D glasses. 
In conclusion, the students of OC had fun learning about new things that they had never known before about light. 

Written by Anna Tokareva 

 
 

 



WRITE ON! COMPETITION 
 

Eloise Cliff, OC, entered the Write On! competition where students from all schools around NSW, public and private, 
write a text based on a stimulus picture. Eloise Cliff wrote a poem based on the stimulus picture and it was entered 
into the competition. The Board of Studies judged the entries with the assistance of expert writers. Eloise Cliff 
achieved the gold award for her entry. She was presented with an award at the State library on Wednesday, 16 
September. Congratulations Eloise! 

 
THE PAIN THE BLIMP BROUGHT 
 
Every day 
The joy washes away  
From the pain the blimp brings  
 

Every day is a strain 
Like the hurt wants to reign 
Because of the pain the blimp brings 
 

Every day is a horrible reality 
I feel like I’m stuck in a terrifying fantasy 
Because of the pain the blimp brings 
 

Every day the memories are scaring 
My emotions are constantly sparing 
From the pain the blimp brings 
 

Every day my family is lost 
Their lives being the cost 
Because of the pain the blimp brought 
 

I sit the alone  
Waiting for my mother to phone 
But she never does and she never will 
 

Because it crashed and I ran for the hill 
They all died, they died because of me 
Because I put a hole where no one could see 
 

I was mad when I did it  
But now I think how could it be 
The air escaped from blimp 
Blimp hit the floor  
 

Now I stand waiting at the door 
Waiting for them to come home 
Waiting for the day I won’t be alone 
 

But I will always be alone because I killed my family 
Now they will never come home  
That was 1963 now is 2015 
 

I was seven but now I’m fifty-nine 
And I’m crying on the floor 
Because I will never see them walk through that door 
Because of the pain the blimp brought.  

 Eloise Cliff 
 

 
 

AFTERNOON MESSAGES are given to students immediately after lunch. Please be aware that the school reception area 

is a very busy time at the end of school and it is unreasonable to expect that a message can be taken out to students who 

have already departed their classrooms for the day to stand in bus lines or parent pickup. If you need to get a message 

to your child regarding alternative travel arrangements please contact the school reception prior to 1.30pm. 

Students in parent pick-up lines who are not collected on time will be held in the office until your arrival. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 
 

THANK YOU 
Mrs Tennant and I would like to thank all parents, staff and students for their support in Term 3. Especially during Book Fair, where we 
raised funds to help restock our wonderful library. 

Have a safe, happy holiday and see you in Term 4! 

OVERDUE BOOKS 
Overdues for this term have now been sent out. Please take the time to look for any books over the holiday period so they can be 
returned to the library. Thank you for your support in this manner. 

WHEELERS eBOOKS 
Has your child accessed our Wheelers eBook facility yet? If they are in Years 4-6 and have an iPad, Android or similar device, they can 
read our growing collection of eBooks either online or downloaded. They can also borrow an ipad from the JS Library at lunch. Please 
see library staff for more details or grab a brochure from the JS Library.  Why not use this service in the Holidays? 

LIBRARY BLOG 



Check out our latest JS BLOG and see what students have been learning about in the JS Library recently. This BLOG will be updated 
when needed. Access link below: 

http://danielsummers.edublogs.org/ 

OPENING HOURS 
The JS Library opening hours are from 8:30am to 3.30pm Monday and Friday and 8.30am to 4pm Tuesday to Thursday. Students are 
also welcome to use the JS Library at lunchtime (2nd half) each Monday to Friday. PLEASE NOTE: any student using the library 
between 3-4pm must sign in and be picked up from the library and signed out by their parents. This time is for RESEARCH / 
HOMEWORK / STUDY use only. It is not a place for children to wait for parents to collect them in the afternoon. 

Mr D Summers (JS Teacher Librarian)     
 

Maths tutoring in the Senior School Wednesday and Thursday mornings 
from 8.00am 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT 
Matt’s Mutterings 
This week marks the 10th group of Year 12 students who I have had the privilege of seeing graduate from Lakes Grammar.  The longer 
I am here the harder it is to say farewell to each year group.  During the week I had a look back at what I wrote in our school newsletter 
in 2007 for this same week which was the first year I started Matt’s Mutterings. 
 

The key message I had for students and families back then has not changed to this day some 8 years later.  Back then I wrote that 
God has a purpose for everybody and our lives are best spent discovering what that purpose is.  During chapels this Term, every week 
the students in our senior school have had a catchphrase to apply to their lives, “You are born on purpose for a purpose.”  God has a 
call on your life no matter who you are or what your circumstances look like.  The Year 12’s were even reminded of this at Lakes 
Anglican on Sunday when my wife said the exact same words as part of the kids talk and we didn’t even script it. 
 

So as our school gathers to farewell and honour our Year 12’s, to throw confetti, shed some tears and celebrate this milestone my 
prayer for us all is that we may be reminded that we are all “born on purpose for a purpose.”  May you hear God’s gentle voice calling 
you to be all that he has destined you to be and may you rejoice in knowing that you are here on our planet, living in this community for 
a reason.  Farewell Year 12…we will miss you  
Bless ya! 

Rev’d Matt Shorten (Chaplain) 
 

ENGLISH / HISTORY NEWS! 
 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
Last Thursday night the History Department again ran the “Night At The Museum” in the Senior School Library. What a fantastic display 
of student achievement, historical investigation skills, enthusiasm and creativity! On the night there were many many parents and 
students who came along to view such a wonderful showing of student work. The night had a very positive vibe, with many students 
staying all night, especially those who were lined up to dress-up as soldiers and have their picture taken in the photo booth!  The 
students’ work displayed on the night was a testament to the dedication they displayed each week in class and at home. The teachers 
in the History Department are very proud of the students’ achievements! I’d also formally like to thank the staff of the faculty, without 
their direction and commitment to student learning and their willingness to be adventurous with learning in the classroom the Museum 
would not happen.  We hope you enjoy the pictures later in the newsletter, which provide a snapshot of the night. 

YEAR 7 AND 9 ENGLISH MAJOR PROJECTS 
Last week saw Year 7 and 9 English students submit their Major Projects for English. The Year 7 students had to choose a book and 
create a showbag which showcased the storyline of the book and major events and/or characters within it. These again are a wonderful 
display of the students’ creativity.  
Year 9 English this term have been studying By The River by Steve Herrick. This is a collection of poems which explores the concept 
of growing up. The students had to choose one of the poems for their Major Work, which was studied in class, and create a picture 
book which conveyed the message of the poem studied. There have been some fantastic submissions, with many students dedicating 
themselves to producing a very polished piece of work. A selection of the Picture Books will be on display for people to read in the 
library next term.  

YEAR 8 BUDDING WRITERS AND YEAR 10 ENGLISH CULTURAL STUDY 
This term in Year 8 the students have been studying the concept of the story and how we, as a culture, are immersed constantly in the 
basic narrative through film. The students have explored how writers create effective setting and characters through studying many 
different popular children’s films. Their narratives for their assessment task demonstrated that the students have learnt a lot about how 
to create characters which we as an audience like and have empathy with. Their teachers have been very encouraged to see how 
excited they have been about creating and editing their own narratives along the way. 

In Year 10 this term we have studied Wrong About Japan by Peter Carey. This has been a challenge for the students as they read it 
because they have found it hard to understand what Carey is talking about. Many lessons have been spent in class googling the names 
and places of things as we read the text. The study of this text has certainly challenged the traditional view many students had of Japan 
and has for them revealed Japan as a futuristic hub, a culture which is very different to our own. Students in the last week have been 
busy presenting speeches in class to convey what they have learnt from reading this text about this Asian Culture. 

YEAR 7-10 ENGLISH/HISTORY YEARLY EXAMINATION STUDY GUIDES 
All students in Years 7-10 have been emailed their Yearly Study Guides for the exams which take place early in Term 4. All parents 
have also been emailed the study guides. Please read through these with your child leading up to the exams. It is a very valuable 
document, because it allows the students to tailor their study notes to the exams! 

THE GREAT SPELLING BEE 
The Great Year 7 and 8 Spelling Bee will again take place in Term 4. Watch this space for more news about when and where it will 
take place! 
  

http://danielsummers.edublogs.org/


YEAR 11 TAKE THE REIGNS AND FAREWELL YEAR 12 
Next term we see another Year 11 group become Year 12! The Year 11 students continue to impress in both English and History and 
our initial marking of the Yearly Examinations demonstrates that many students have worked very hard studying for the exams. This is 
very encouraging to see and we hope to see this work ethic continue in the coming HSC year. 
And finally the staff of the English and History Faculty would like to wish Year 12 2015 all the best for their preparation for their HSC. 
Many students have worked hard this year to be the best they can in both English and History.  

Michelle Smith (English/History Coordinator) 

 

SCIENCE REPORT 
Last term all students in Years 6 and 7 as well as two Year 4 classes, took part in the RACI (Royal Australian Chemical Institute) Crystal 
Growing Competition. This competition requires entrants to grow the ‘best’ crystal of Alum (Aluminium potassium sulphate) within the 
allocated five week period. This year 48 NSW schools registered for the competition and more than 1000 students from Kindergarten 
to Year 10 were involved in growing crystals across the state. At Lakes the Year 4 students carefully initiated and then tended their 
crystals in their classrooms while all the Year 6 students came up to Senior School and worked in the Science labs to initiate their 
crystals before monitoring their continued growth down in their classrooms. Year 7 students were required to design their entire 
investigation by first researching to determine optimal conditions for the growth of the crystals then they worked collaboratively to design 
and safely conduct their investigation. All of this process along with their results was carefully recorded and presented in their final 
experimental report.  

Of the many crystals grown at Lakes there were 6 crystals from Year 4, 4 crystals from Year 6 and 20 crystals from Year 7 sent into 
the RACI for entry into their annual NSW Competition. The results are now in and it appears Lakes Grammar students are quite talented 
when it comes to growing crystals.  All crystals sent in underwent an initial round of judging by university crystallographers and those 
judged to be of high enough quality then progressed to the finals. Crystals grown by the following students all made it into the final 
judging: 
Sharwil Purohit (Year 4), Travis Boden (Year 4) Emma Florimo (OC), Evan Kinder (Year 7), Ciara White and Jezebel Navusolo (Year 
7), Corey Sanday, Andrew MacLarty and Josh Fordham (Year 7). 
Once a crystal made it through to the final it may then place 1st, 2nd or 3rd or be Highly Commended. The following students grew 
crystals that were judged to be Highly Commended: 
Lily Everson (Year 6), Ebony Traynor (Year 6), Arno Vander Wateren, Jake Benson, Josh Locchi and James Sorbello (Year 7), Aimee 
Butcher, Elizabeth Dudley and Emily Riches (Year 7), Chelsea Brander, Samantha Livingstone and Maya Holman (Year 7) and 
Ainsleigh Crook, Mya McDonald and Trinity Richards (Year 7).  
The ‘best’ alum crystal grown at Lakes in 2015 was grown by Lachlan Baxendale and placed 3rd in the state competition 4-6 Division. 
Excellent results!!! Lachlan’s crystal is now one of only 7 chosen to represent NSW at the National Crystal Growing Competition at the 
start of next term. This is an awesome result.  
Congratulations to all of our talented crystal growers. It took a lot of perseverance (along with a bit of luck) to grow crystals of this 
calibre. Certificates will be awarded on assemblies and remember the competition returns Term Two next year. 

Jenny Charker (Science Co-ordinator) 
 
 

CAPA NEWS 
 

Introducing NEW BRASS TUTOR…  
NEILSEN GOUGH 

 

Neilsen began playing the trumpet at the age of 8 and a few years later at 13 developed his singing 
voice. At 14 Neilsen was invited to perform as a solo artist in front of big bands and orchestras touring 
the Sydney club and jazz scene playing and singing with James Morrison, Tommy Tycho, Ricky May 
and many others. In 1989 Neilsen completed his diploma in Jazz Studies at the Sydney Conservatorium 
of Music and went on to form his own jazz quartet. 

Playing in jazz venues and hotels across Sydney, Neilsen attracted the attention of Diana Ross’s 
promoter and was asked to open a hip new jazz club in Hong Kong where he performed for 3 months. 
On returning to Sydney Neilsen became a regular guest artist on several TV shows and was also in 
demand as a voice for commercials. 

In 1995 Neilsen released his first album ‘Cool Jazz’ to critical acclaim and continued touring and 
performing across Australia and Asia at festivals, jazz clubs and TV and radio spots. Neilsen has since 
released 3 more albums: ‘The Good Life’, ‘A Beautiful Dream’ and his latest ‘Surrender’. 
Through these years Neilsen has completed several successful Australian tours with his band to sell-out 

crowds and critical acclaim. Also Neilsen began performing with legendary jazz figure and member of Art Blakey and the Jazz 
Messengers band - Dale Barlow. Neilsen plans now to further his success throughout the burgeoning market of China and Japan and 
the festival scene in Europe where he has had several invitations to perform. 
 
Introducing NEW VOCAL TUTOR…  
NADINE MANION 
 
With a celebrated career spanning more than 17 years as both a performer and teacher, Nadine Manion’s 
diverse skill set and experience as a singer is beyond question. Her vast knowledge and deep passion for 
music is supplemented by remarkable technical ability and extensive contemporary and classical training. 
 
Since 2011, Nadine has been head vocal teacher and studio director at Elite Vocal Academy. She is also 
currently a respected Vocal Studies Tutor at Macquarie University and Sessional Voice Lecturer at the 
prestigious JMC Academy in Ultimo. 
 

Nadine’s own tertiary training began at the Canberra School of Music under a two-year vocal scholarship 
with jazz great Gery Scott. She has completed a Bachelor of Creative Arts Performance (majoring in Music 
and Drama) at Wollongong University, where she developed an interest in vocal health and is currently undertaking a Speech Pathology 
degree at Newcastle University. Her qualifications also include Estill Level 1&2 and a Music Teachers NSW Accreditation.  
 



Nadine has completed countless professional development courses and regularly attends industry accredited workshops to ensure her 
teaching knowledge is in line with contemporary understandings, advancements and techniques. She holds a seat on the Australian 
National Association of Teachers of Singing and is an active member of the ANATS NSW Committee. 

Anne Hobden CAPA Co-ordinator 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORT: Mr Andrew Jones sssport@lakes.nsw.edu.au  for all issues and questions concerning sport within the Senior 
School. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT: Mrs Anne Gaul jssport@lakes.nsw.edu.au  for all issues and questions concerning sport within the Junior 
School 

SPORT CHOICES: Mr Andrew Jones and Mrs Anne Gaul sportchoices@lakes.nsw.edu.au to be used with regards to sport choices 
NEW HRIS WEBSITE: Hunter Region Independent Schools has developed a website to keep students, parents and staff informed 
about the various activities HRIS conducts. Items such as programs, team lists and cancellations can be found on the site. The address 
is: http://www.hris.org.au 
Many of our students are now getting through to AICES (Secondary) and NSW CIS (Primary and Secondary). The website for these 
associations are: 
AICES: http://www.aices.com.au 
NSW CIS: http://www.aisnsw.edu.au/services/cis 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL ATHLETICS: Following their successes at the AICES Athletics Championships the following athletes have been 
chosen to compete at the NSW Combined Independent Schools Championships. 
Nicholas Bignall – 13 Years Discus 
Hannah Cliff – 16 Years Discus 
Samuel Drew – 17 Years Triple Jump 
Camryn Kendall – 15 Years Javelin 
Hayden Kendall – 16 Years Triple Jump, 16 Years Long Jump 
Bethany Kranendonk – 15 Years High Jump, 15 Years Triple Jump 
Madison Liddle – 17 Years Long Jump 
Matthew Macdonald – 18 Years Long Jump 
Claudia Martin 13 Years 100 
 

We wish these students all the very best and look forward to hearing of their results early next term. 
 

ALL SCHOOLS ATHLETICS: Any Secondary School student who has performed well this year in athletics is invited to compete at 
NSW All Schools Athletics, which is held from Thursday, 8 to Sunday, 11 October 2015. Entries close on the Athletics NSW website at 
midday on Tuesday 22 September 2015. If you are interested please visit the Athletics NSW website or speak with Mr Jones. Any 
entrant must email Mr Jones after the closing date to indicate their attendance at this event. 
 

NETBALL CLUB: Last weekend Wyong District Netball Association conducted their Grand Final Day. Congratulations to the Peridots 
who won the 11B Grand Final 29-24. In a game where the lead changed every quarter it was great to see this wonderful young team 
come through. 
Team Members: Eloise Cliff, Mikayla Daly, Paige Hutcherson, Alana McMurray, Casey Mills, Ashviqha Paramunsee, Ellah Ross, 
Isabella Williams. 
Fantastic day for the club and keeps the club’s wonderful record alive with a premiership team in all six years of the club’s existence. 
A reminder that Presentation Day will be on Sunday, 18 October commencing at 4pm in the School Hall. 
 

LAKES GRAMMAR ATHLETICS CLUB: The Lakes Grammar Athletics Club is gearing up for its 12th season. Registration forms and 
information packages are available in both JS and SS reception. First night of competition will be Wednesday, 7 October. There are a 
few changes to Athletics this year which will make it more interesting and challenging to all competitors. 
PLEASE NOTE: Athletics still commences at 5.30pm.  
 

SPORT CHOICES: Sport choices for the Senior School was held two weeks ago. Students and parents need to appreciate that if a 
sport is not visible online when you log in the sport is full. Emailing or sending a letter to me cannot change the fact that the sport is full. 
I cannot create more positions once a sport is full as it is based on a teacher to student ratio for supervision purposes. As much as I 
will do my best to keep students happy, spots cannot be created in a sport once it is full. I thank you for your understanding with this 
and encourage students to be more pro-active on selection night to avoid disappointment. 
 

REP SPORT LEVY: For those students who are selected in HRIS Teams that compete at AICES, NSW CIS, NSW PSSA or All Schools 
there are associated levies and charges. Typically students attending AICES will be charged $10. Students attending NSW CIS $22.50 
and those going to NSW PSSA or All Schools $30. These charges are for administration and venue entry fees. Lakes Grammar covers 
all charges for HRIS events but charges at the higher levels are charged to parents. 
 

AUSTRALIAN INTERSCHOOLS: Congratulations to Phoebe Mayall who has finished 21st in the Snowboard Cross at the 2015 
Australian Snowsports Championships at Mount Buller in Victoria. Phoebe qualified to compete at the National Championships after a 
great performance at the NSW Championships last month. She spends her July School holidays at the snow practising and refining 
her racing skills. This is a great family effort, as Phoebe’s parents and her brother and sister are all keen snowboarders and skiers. 
Phoebe, this is a truly fantastic result – we are so proud of you – Well done and very well deserved! 

 

mailto:sssport@lakes.nsw.edu.au
mailto:jssport@lakes.nsw.edu.au
mailto:sportchoices@lakes.nsw.edu.au
http://www.hris.org.au/
http://www.aices.com.au/
http://www.aisnsw.edu.au/services/cis


Andrew Jones (Sports Co-ordinator) 
Ph: 43934168, Mobile: 0428 663766  

 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS NEWS 
On Tuesday, 15 September the Lakes Grammar soccer team played outstandingly well. 

Our first game was at 9:00am against Hunter Valley Grammar School 
where we all tried our best but sadly we lost 3-0, not the best start. 
Our second game was at 9:45 against St Phillips Newcastle where 
three of our players had a spellbound game Keyan Small, Noah 
Hucker and Liam Lightfoot. Keyan and Noah quickly scored 2 goals 
to make it 2-0 our way. Then St Phillips scored 2 goals. Then with 4 
minutes till full-time Liam scored a goal. Our third game was at 10:30 
against Macquarie. Macquarie quickly hatched a goal to make it 1-0. 
Later Jackson scored a magnificent goal to make a draw at the end of 
the game. Our fourth game was at 11:15 against St Phillips Cessnock. 
We quickly let in 2 goals but we came back 2 great goals our first one 
was a deflection of the keeper but Sam Cook ran in and scored the 
goal. It was 2-1 their way. Then a few minutes later we got a free kick 
just outside the box. Noah Hucker took the free kick and sent it to Liam 
Lightfoot for a header. It was a 2-2 draw. 

5/6A Netball: 3rd overall 

5/6B Netball: 1st overall. A fantastic result! 

3/4 Netball: 4th overall 

Ms LeRay and Mrs Cliff said all the girls were amazing. Looking forward to playing again in 2016! 

 

 

 

  

  

 

CIS ATHLETICS – HOMEBUSH (9 September) 
Congratulations again to the following students who represented our school wonderfully for the HRIS team competing at CIS 
Championships at Homebush on 9 September: Jackson Barnes, Samantha Cameron, Dylan Coyte, Madeline James, Lachlan Jones, 
Anna McKechnie and Ashley Pernecker (who still competed despite not feeling 100%).  

Special mention goes to Jackson Barnes (1st in High Jump) and Madeline James (3rd in Discus). These students will now move 
on to PSSA Athletics next term. A wonderful achievement! 

SPORTING SCHOOLS PROGRAM – TERM 3 
The Sporting Schools Programs has now been completed. Thank you to all parents, staff and students who supported this program. 
Stay tuned for different sports on offer in 2016! 

RUGBY UNION – NEWINGTON COLLEGE 9/9 
Please see Mr Wallace’s review earlier in the newsletter.  
SCHOOL SPORT – TERM 4 
Our weekly Tuesday sport program for Term 4 is currently being organised. Notes regarding this will go home shortly. 

WEEKLY SPORT UNIFORM 



Please ensure correct sports uniform (including correct joggers and hats) are worn each Tuesday. 

COMING UP:  
24 and 25/11/15 – Central Coast Mariners soccer clinic (Years 3-6 only) 

Mr D Summers (K-6 Primary Sports Co-ordinator) 
 
 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD AND ‘THE POPPY PROJECT’ UPDATE 
 

It’s approaching the time of year where students need to ensure they are registered online 
and have paid their registration fees for their current award. Once finished a particular 
section of your award, print the offline assessor form and present it to your assessor for 
signing. Once completed return it to me at school for filing or upload it to your Online Record 
Book.  
Don’t forget our current community service project offered is red poppies. Our aim was to 
make 100 poppies and present them to Doyalson RSL for Remembrance Day 2015. So far 
I have 186 poppies, which is amazing. A big thank you to Alyson Kilpatrick’s mother who 
has made the majority of poppies pictured below. If students or parents would like to be 
involved in this project please email me for a pattern. I have knitting patterns for beginners 
and crocheting patterns for advanced.  Learning to knit is a worthy fine motor skill and this 
project can contribute to community service hours or skill hours for your Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award. Mrs Hobden and I are busy thinking of some creative ways we can 
present the poppy artwork to the RSL. If students have any ideas for poppy artworks please come and talk to me.  
 
Exciting News is we have seven students who are close to completing their Gold award this year. To celebrate their final expedition 
both the silver and gold students have been invited on an expedition to the beautiful and famous Moreton Bay in Qld. On this journey 
they will climb and slide down amazing 80m high sand dunes, paddle with dolphins, snorkel on reefs and explore majestic beaches in 
kayaks. An added bonus is swimming and watching the sunsets whilst camping on famous beaches like South Stradbroke Island. 
Airflights for this trip have now been purchased and final payments will be due by the 6th Nov. 
The Bronze students will be exploring the picturesque Hawkesbury region for their qualifying expedition in term 4. This expedition takes 
students hiking on the Great North walk and kayaking to various islands with unique nature reserves, sandy private beaches, mud flats 
and waterfalls. Many of the areas we explore are only accessible by hiking or paddling. 
Both the above trips are examples of the unique wilderness adventures the Duke of Edinburgh program can offer. If your child enjoys 
a challenge maybe encourage them to register for the Duke of Edinburgh program in 2016. Enrolment instructions for the current Year 
8 students will be distributed late in term four. To find out if this program suits your child go to http://www.dukeofed.com.au/. 

Megan King (DOE Award Leader) 
 
 

2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
Greetings from the 2nd Hand Uniform Shop! 
If you know you must pay for purchases by credit card, please remember to register for Flexischools 
at http://www.flexischools.com.au/ 
We are always in need of good quality pre-loved uniforms. If you have a pile of too-small uniforms at home and aren't sure what to do 
with them, please consider selling them to the 2nd Hand Uniform Shop! You can download the updated 2nd Hand Uniform Sales 
2015 form from “Links” in Parent Lounge, accessible from the schools website. 
As always, thanks to all who support the 2nd Hand Uniform shop through sales and purchases. 

 

 
The Uniform Shop 

(02) 4392 9128 
 

lakesgrammar@alinta.com.au 
Uniform Shop opening hours during school terms 

are: 

Monday   8.00am – 10.00am -  

Wednesday   8.00am – 10.00am 

Thursday  2.30pm – 4.30pm 

Friday     8.00am – 9.30am 

 

The uniform shop can be contacted during these hours 

by phone or email: 

lakesgrammar@alinta.com.au . 

Payments can be made direct to Alinta Apparel on the 

day of purchase. Alinta will take payments in the form of 

cash, credit card, or debit credit card. 

Uniform price list & online shopping available at: 

www.alintaapparel.com.au 

 
 

 

http://www.dukeofed.com.au/
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
mailto:lakesgrammar@alinta.com.au
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Thank you to our School Banking Co-ordinators 

 

We would like to thank Sharon Lamb and Gaye McKay who have volunteered as our 

School Banking Co-ordinators since June 2011. We welcome Sarah Preston, Linda 

Beasley, Tiffany Willis and Krystal Senz as our new School Banking Co-ordinators. Our 

volunteers in School Banking are vital in helping teach students the importance of saving 

regularly. 

Banking day is Thursday! 

 

 

 



NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SPRING FAIR LIBRARY 

2
ND

 HAND BOOK SALE! 

 

This year the Lakes Grammar Senior and Junior School Libraries will 

be holding their 2nd hand ook sale at the S hool’s spring fair next 

term. We will e selling oth hildren’s and adult books. 

As always we would be thankful of any donations of second hand 

books that we could sell at our sale (or add to our Library 

collection). If you are cleaning out your bookshelves, please think of 

us! Any donations can be dropped into the Junior or Senior School 

Libraries.   

And as always, THANK YOU to parents who have already donated 

books to us throughout the year.  Our Library collection would not 

be as strong as it is without your ongoing support! 

We hope you can drop in for a bargain at our sale on fair day. All 

proceeds go straight to the JS and SS Libraries. 


